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Oregon & SW Washington Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
Awards More Than $1.3 Million in Grants

Portland, Ore. — May 1, 2007 — Expecting to aid tens of thousands of women and men who are medically underserved, the Komen Oregon & SW Washington Affiliate is awarding $1.3 million in grants again this year to local organizations providing breast cancer education, screening and treatment services. Funding for these grants comes from the Komen Race for the Cure®, annual giving and other local area fundraisers.

Twenty-two organizations throughout Oregon and SW Washington were awarded a total of $600,000 in Community and Rural Transportation Grants, which will help provide services to more than 31,000 men and women who are medically underserved due to challenges such as language and cultural barriers, financial difficulties and transportation issues. Community Grants were given to organizations that support diverse demographics including Native American, Asian, Hispanic and Russian communities, as well as rural communities

In addition, three special grants totaling more than $700,000 were given to Oregon Health and Science University (OHSU), the Oregon Breast and Cervical Cancer Program, and the Washington Breast and Cervical Health Program.  OHSU’s grant will fund enhanced education and training for physicians, nurses and physician’s assistants on Vertical Strip clinical breast exam procedures. Both the statewide Oregon and Washington screening programs serve low-income, uninsured or underinsured women over 40 years of age, helping to provide mammograms and other services. Komen also has funded a special program for women less than 40 years of age with breast cancer symptoms.

“We have a large population of medically underserved women and men in Oregon and SW Washington. Our promise is to save lives and end breast cancer forever by empowering people, ensuring quality care for all, and energizing science to find the cures. One way to fulfill our promise is to fund community organizations that already have local outreach efforts in place,” said Christine McDonald, Executive Director, Komen Oregon & SW Washington Affiliate.  “The organizations that receive these grants are directly engaged in the fight to end breast cancer, and we commend their efforts.”

More than 211,000 new cases of breast cancer are diagnosed among women in the United States each year, and the Pacific Northwest has the highest rate of breast cancer in the country. The disease exerts an enormous impact on families, workplaces and the health care system. If caught in its earliest stage, women have a greater than 95% five-year survival rate.

About Susan G. Komen for the Cure

The Oregon and SW Washington Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure was founded in 1991 by a group of individuals committed to the vision of a world without breast cancer. The Affiliate serves Oregon and SW Washington, and is the only non-profit serving Oregon and SW Washington that focuses solely on breast cancer. Seventy-five percent of dollars raised in Oregon and SW Washington go to fund community grant programs, survivor support services and vital screening. The remaining 25 percent funds research grants on a national level.  For more information, visit:  www.komenoregon.org.
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